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To: File - Melvin Payne Painting
From: Gene Pabst™ 3

Date: December 18, 1998
Subject: Paint wastewater.

[ received a call from Steve Short (Dec. 18, 1998, 1:35 P.M.) explaining that he had been talking to
Sam Payne, Melvin Payne Painting, and that he had some wastewater from a project at Kraft Foods
to dispose of. This water was generated when Payne Painting used a caustic solution to remove paint
from the walls at Kraft. The water was pumped to a tank where the solids were allowed to settle.
The solids were removed from the tank. Steve said that the water had 17.1 mg/l lead in it. He said
that Sam Payne wanted to dispose of the water and Steve referred him to this office. Steve faxed me
the sample results. I called Sam Payne and told him that we would not accept the water into the
sanitary sewer because it had 17.1 mg/l lead and .089 mg/l mercury, both exceeding the City’s local
discharge limit. I told him that if he solidified the material that he might be able to take it to the
landfill, but he would have to discuss that with Steve Short. 1 asked him how much of the material
he had. He stated that he had quite a lot. Steve told me that Sam Payne told him he had 250-1200
gallons. Sam Payne wanted to know what else he could do with the material. I told him he could
ship it off as hazardous material. He said would be very expensive. I also suggested that he might
give the local DNR office a call to see if they had any ideas. He also said that he probably could not
dispose of the material on his property? I told him that this would not be a very good idea..

( Sample results attached)
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